Title: 
“Atlanta is gone. The agony is over. There is no hope, but we will try to have no fear.”: Examining the Atlanta Campaign from the Confederate Perspective

Abstract:
As evidenced by the title, this essay will examine how historians have viewed the Atlanta campaign from the Confederate perspective over time.  It will revolve around several key questions. Was Joseph E. Johnston the best choice to head the Army of Tennessee in 1864? Why did Johnston fail to defeat or at least stall longer General William T. Sherman’s advance?  Should Johnston have been removed, and was John Bell Hood the best choice to replace him? Why did John B. Hood fail to defeat Sherman? Could the Confederates have won the Atlanta Campaign? Finally, how important was the Atlanta Campaign to the outcome of the Civil War?  This essay will compare and analyze notable historians’ answers to these questions, endeavoring to understand what happened during the late summer of 1864 in the red clay hills of north Georgia.
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