Fannye A. Cooke, Federal Wildlife Policy, and the Maturation of Game and Fish Laws in Mississippi, 1932-1940

This paper, the last chapter of a book manuscript that explores the evolution of game law in the deep South, focuses on 1930s Mississippi, when federal policy was robust in its support for wildlife and the preservation of public space in the South. While hunting and fishing encoded a certain type of white masculinity in the early twentieth century South, white women proved increasingly visible as advocates for and enactors of wildlife protection. No finer example exists than Fannye A. Cook, a scientist and educator from Mississippi. Cook’s lobbying, fundraising, and public outreach resulted in the first comprehensive state game and fish commission in Mississippi in 1932. Yet Cook could not have fulfilled her vision for wildlife protection without breakthroughs in wildlife science, federal muscle, and the relentlessness  of the long enclosure movement in the South. Employing Cook’s records in the Mississippi Department of Archives and History, this paper explores how shifting gender roles, New Deal policy, and decades of land privatization bend us towards understanding the legacies of hunting in the modern South. 

